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ALLYSHIP: WHAT IS IT? 

Ally is Action, not an 
identity 

Jay Smooth : Tonsils Vs 
Dental Hygiene 

Paradigm

Discernment and 
Critical Thinking are a 

must

Feedback is Positive, 
Indicates Trust, 

Fundamental to Growth

Allyship: MUST be 
useful to the 

marginalized groups in 
question( and they get to 

decide what is useful)

Marginalized 
communities are  

experts in their areas of  
oppression 

Allyship is NOT: 

Inoculation

Credentialing 





The inability to tolerate racial 

stress. Racial stress is triggered when 

our positions, perspectives, or 

advantages are challenged. White 

fragility functions to block the 

challenge and regain white racial 

equilibrium. 





African-American students 
are 3.5 times more likely than 
their white classmates to be 

suspended or expelled, 
nationwide study by the U.S. 

Department of  Education 
Office for Civil Rights

Black children constitute 18 
percent of  students, but they 

account for 46 percent of  
those suspended more than 

once

Black youth are twice as likely 
to be arrested for crimes in 

school as white kids

Black children over 2.5 times 
as likely to be arrested for 

curfew violations as white kids

Drop-outs are eight times 
more likely to be incarcerated 
than youth who graduate from 

high school





Black students attend for-profit schools at double the rate —
30% — of  their overall college enrollment, 14%. Latino 
students attended two-year schools at a rate of  24% while 
their overall college enrollment was just 16%

College costs take up an average of  63% of  African 
Americans’ family income, controlled for the type and price 
of  institutions they choose. For Hispanic families their 
college costs make up 53% of  family income, for white 
families, it’s 44%. 

In 1974, 14% of  white students, 5.5% of  black students and 
5.5% of  Hispanic students had completed four years of  
college. This indicates black and Hispanic students lagged 
behind whites by 8.5%.

In 2015, 36.2% of  white students, 22.5% of  black students 
and 15.5% of  Hispanic students had completed four years of  
college. That’s a 13.7% gap between black and white 
students, and a 20.7% gap between Hispanic and white 
students — both much higher than the earlier 8.5% figure







Theory

Practice Evaluation

Values

The Cycle of  Anti-Oppressive 

Practice 



CONSTITUENT-LED 
(EXPERTISE)

COMMUNITY WIDE 
(INTERSECTIONAL)

LASTING CHANGE 
(SUSTAINABLE)



















“When the kids turned 3, Katz showed them photographs of  other children and asked them to choose whom they'd 

like to have as friends. Of  the white children, 86 percent picked children of  their own race. 

When the kids were 5 and 6, Katz gave these children a small deck of  cards, with drawings of  people on them. Katz 

told the children to sort the cards into two piles any way they wanted. Only 16 percent of  the kids used gender to 

split the piles. But 68 percent of  the kids used race to split the cards, without any prompting. 

In reporting her findings, Katz concluded: "I think it is fair to say that at no point in the study did the children 

exhibit the Rousseau type of  color-blindness that many adults expect.“

The point Katz emphasizes is that this period of our children's lives, when we imagine it's most important to 

not talk about race, is the very developmental period when children's minds are forming their first conclusions 

about race.

NurtureShock, 2009
Ashley Merryman and Po Bronson








